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From time to time the monotony of blockade duty was
broken by some vessel attempting to elude the squadron's vig-
ilance. The excitement of chasing or that of advancing to at-
tack any unfortunate vessel that had run aground under the
guns of Fort Morgan, relieved some of the tedious hours of
this wearing duty.

As the war grew apace, vessel after vessel arrived to rein-
force those guarding the entrance to Mobile Bay until the fleet
contained from twelve to fifteen vessels, the larger proportion
being steamers. The custom was to mask all lights at night
and to take up the night position after sundown nearer the
beach or closer in to the channels, and just before daylight to
drop off shore out of range. Many unsuspecting blockade run-
ners ran into the web thus woven.

On the night of December 26, 1861, a schooner bound out
before a fine northerly wind was forced ashore under the guns
of Fort Morgan and was discovered at daylight. Signal was
made at once to the Water Witch, Commander A. K. Hughes, com-
manding, to go in and destroy her, if possible. The writer asked
authority to go in the Water Witch with two boats for any duty
Commander Hughes might require. As the Water Witch closed
in on this schooner, using her rifled gun, the guns of Fort
Morgan took up the gauge and returned the fire with a long
range gun, assisted by another gun east of the fort. Though
many projectiles struck near the boats and the Water Witch,
many others passing over and beyond them, neither was struck.
When a point had been reached where the shoal water pre-
vented the Water Witch from approaching nearer to the schooner,
the boats were manned and a dash made for the vessel, bat
before they could reach her neighborhood her crew set fire to
and abandoned her near Fort Morgan. The Water Witch, as
well as the boats, remained in the neighborhood of the schooner
under fire for quite near an hour, until she was completely de-
stroyed. A number of shells landed very near the boats, but
none was accurately enough aimed to strike.

The object of the commanding officer having been fully ac-
complished, the Water Witch and boats withdrew. This was
the first instance in which the writer had ever been under fire.
The sound of projectiles whistling over the vessel or boats wasSaml. Marcy.
